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ABSTRACT 

River rafting in the mighty Ganges is not only an option for the adventure seeking 
tourists as a recreational and thrilling activity but it has also emerged as an integral 
source of generating employment and income for the local communities living in the 
vicinity. Besides the positive economic benefits, negative impacts of the activity 
include ecological and anthropogenic pressure on the study area i.e., Rishikesh to 
the Kaudiyala Ecotourism Zone in Uttarakhand. The research paper makes an 
attempt to find out the socio-economic impact and the subsequent transition of the 
local people through river rafting as an activity on the revered river and to also find 
out the major impact of Kedar Valley’s flash flood disaster on the river rafting sites. 
The study is an empirical research with both primary and secondary data sources. 
The findings of the study highlights the socio-economic changes through river 
rafting and identifies the impact of these activities keeping in mind the related 
researches carried out in the past along with the ecological and environment impact, 
involvement of local people and other stakeholders, migration impact and 
traditional degeneration.  
KEYWORDS: Ecotourism,Ecological,Anthropogenic,Environment,Migration. 
 
Introduction  

Many forms of alternative tourism have developed in the recent past globally. 
The scholars have coined diverse names to characterize these alternative forms of 
tourism i.e., Nature Based Tourism, Sustainable Tourism, Green Tourism, Village 
Tourism, Responsible Tourism, Adventurous Tourism, Mountain Tourism and Eco-
tourism. Today most people involved in the local tourism industry have realized 
that a change in strategy and attitude is long overdue. The general notion of tourism 
is that it promotes economic activity, boosts the local production of resources and 
helps in infrastructure development without paying attention to the negative socio-
cultural impacts (Farooquee et al, 2008). There have been umpteen instances of 
tourism destinations where rapid and unplanned development has led to the over-
reliance on this one industry and subsequent environmental degradation. 
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Ecotourism has emerged as an alternative form of tourism that not only offers a 
sustainable alternative livelihood for the local communities but also assists in 
preserving the environment and culture of the region through local community 
participation.  

The Indian state of Uttarakhand is globally known for its natural splendour and 
the presence of destinations with diverse tourist attractions and activities. White 
water river rafting in the river Ganges and beach camping is one such activity that 
has been attracting lot of tourists into the state lately and has emerged as a major 
source of income and revenue generation not only for the local community but also 
for the forest and tourism department in the region. The region caters to mostly 
Indian tourists keen in participating in beach camping and rafting along with other 
adventure activities such as flying fox, kayaking and rock climbing. The ratio of the 
tourists visiting these rafting and camping sites till last year (2013-15) was about 
70% of Indian tourist and 30% of foreign tourist The results indicate that improper 
management and lack of development directional approach from the state agencies 
and the relevant departments and contribution of these agencies was the cause of 
quiet socio-economic development (Mahapatra et al, 2011).  

Tourism shapes as an industry and the government observed as an appropriate 
sector to create jobs, international income and to stimulate regional development 
(Hall, 1991). There were also negative impacts of the river rafting activities due to 
the inability of the environment to cope with the visitor use and expanding of the 
national highway within the acceptable limits of change (Farooquee et al, 2008). 
Pollution due to increased vehicular emission, traffic congestion and unplanned 
construction are adversely impacting the society and pose threat to change in local 
climate (Mahapatra et al, 2011).  
Objectives 

The purpose of this research is to study the socio-economic impact of river 
rafting in the river Ganges on the local communities living in the vicinity and to also 
identify the impact of Kedar Valley disaster in the study area.  
Physiological Feature of Study Area 

 
Figure 1: Map of the study area (Source: Google Maps) 
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TehriGarhwal is amongst the revered hilly districts of Uttarakhand renowned 
for natural beauty and high mountainous adventurous activities such as river 
rafting, paragliding, kayaking, rock climbing, flying fox, parasailing etc. River rafting 
on the river Ganges is one of the most sought after adventure activity and the region 
has been witnessing increased tourists’ including participation of foreign tourists. 
The region from Kaudiyala to Tapovan near Rishikesh is known as “Kaudiyala-
Tapovan Ecotourism Zone” and is popular as a safe river rafting site. The study site 
is situated along the Badrinath Highway (NH 58) along the River Ganga, District 
TehriGarhwal, Uttarakhand, between 30004’23” and 30007’34” N latitude and 
78030’13” and 78019’48”E longitude and covering a road distance of 40 km 
(Kaudiyala to Rishikesh). The town of Devprayag is the confluence point of the two 
rivers Bhagirathi and Alkananda and from there the river is known as the holy 
Ganga. The spiritual town of Rishikesh is at a distance of 225 kms from the national 
capital and is connected by rail and road with all the prominent cities of the country. 
Jolly Grant at Dehradun is the nearest airport from the city situated at a distance of 
25 kms. 
Methodology 

To find out the future possibilities and the potential of tourism activity as well 
the economic transition at the local level, the survey was conducted in the river 
rafting zone of the ecotourism site at Rishikesh-Kaudiyala. Information related to 
the socio-economic and cultural condition of the local people was collected via 
primary data collection. Interview schedules and group discussions were organized 
with the rafting staff and multi-stakeholders along with the interaction with the 
villagers residing in the vicinity of the study area. Data of number of companies 
(Rafts & Camps) and their location, data of guideline/policies, tourist inflow in river 
rafting activities were taken from the secondary sources i.e., information available 
at the Division Office and Tourism Department. 
Review of Literature 

In order to have a better understanding of the subject, following previous 
studies were reviewed: 

Chandra ShekharSilori (2003) highlighted that the socio-economic 
consequences of the ban on tourism in Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve proved 
disastrous to the local population who were dependent on tourism related activities 
for their livelihood (Pangety 1987; Prasad 1989). The study found that imposition of 
ban on adventure tourism albeit improving the quality of forest cover and density 
resulting in a better status of wild animals in terms of frequency of sightings and 
number of animals, especially the rare and endangered ones such as Himalayan 
musk deer and blue sheep (Tak and Kumar 1983; Lamba 1987; Tak and Kumar 
1987; Sathyakumar 1993; Shankaran 1993) jeopardized the socio-economic fabric 
of the place.  

Kuniyal, et al (2003) did a study on the adverse environmental impacts of 
tourism in Kullu-Manali complex in North-Western Himalaya, India. The study was 
conducted with the objective of assessing the environmental situation at the study 
area due to increasing pressure of tourism. The authors opined that in order to 
avoid long lasting damage to the fragile eco-sensitive Himalayan environment, 
tourism planning in the region should be done keeping in mind the site specific 
environmental factors. The Tourism in the Himalayas should aim to not only be 
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ecologically viable but also to be economically beneficial, socially acceptable and 
aesthetically appealing.  

Vishwambhar Prasad Sati (2013) examined the tourism practices and 
evaluated its possible future development in the Uttarakhand Himalaya. Tourist 
places of Uttarakhand were visited and the data was collected through primary and 
secondary sources. The study found that Pilgrimage, Natural, Adventurer, National 
parks and Wildlife and Cultural were the diverse types of tourism practiced in the 
region. The impacts of Tourism on the economy, culture and environment were also 
analyzed in the study. The author concluded that Uttarakhand Himalaya has a vast 
potential for sustainable development of nature tourism but high level of 
environmental degradation and cultural erosion of Himalayas were the major 
factors for the study area being unable to achieve its tourism potential.  

Chaturvedi, G. (2002) analyzed the conflicts that emerge between the tradition 
and modernity, culture and environment and finally between environment and 
employment as a result of ecotourism related activities in the Gangotri region of 
Garhwal Himalayas. The research aimed to examine the impacts of tourism on 
culture and tradition and to study their resultant transformation. The potential of 
ecotourism was studied in the Gangotri area otherwise famous as a Hindu 
pilgrimage shrine. The study highlighted that the ecotourism in the region could be 
promoted with the help of local involvement in the decision making process. So far, 
locals were found to be systematically excluded from the decision making process or 
involved as junior partners and learners in the project of implementing ecotourism. 
The costs incurred in the maintenance of standards and creation of awareness of 
ecotourism was also found to be extremely high making the form of tourism 
accessible to only the elite section of the society. 

Farooquee, et al (2008) conducted a cultural and social impact analysis of 
adventure tourism in Himalayan River Ganga in India. The objective was to assess 
the socio-cultural impacts of camping on the river beach and the white-water rafting 
development on the river Ganga in Uttarakhand. The findings of the study revealed 
that the emergence of adventure tourism in the region has opened new avenues of 
revenue and recreation for the vast majority of people living near and away from 
the study area. The traditional subsistence agriculture and animal husbandry are 
the worst hit from the onslaught of tourism in the region as the younger generation 
no longer wants to get involved in the traditional sources of livelihood and vouch to 
get involved in tourism related jobs and mimic the lifestyles of prosperous visiting 
tourists.  

Geneletti, D &Dawa, D (2009) assessed the adverse environmental impacts of 
tourism, and in particular trekking-related activities in Ladakh region of Indian 
Himalayas. The main objective of the study was to understand patterns of tourism-
induced environmental degradation to support mitigation interventions and the 
development of region-specific tourism policies. The study was useful in providing 
insights into the environmental consequences of tourism in Ladakh. The study 
concluded that the rise in the popularity of high altitude mountain trekking induced 
a steep increase in the trekkers visiting the mountainous regions of Ladakh. This has 
resulted in mountain tourism emerging as the major source of income for the host 
population and has played a vital role in strengthening the local economy of the 
region.  
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Gurung, D. B &Seeland, K (2008) analysed the prevailing condition of tourism 
and the prospects of eco-tourism in Bhutan.  The analysis indicated a strong 
inclination and support from tourists and tour operators for ecotourism 
development in the region beneficial for the local people. The findings of the study 
revealed that the ecotourism was a source of livelihood for the local communities 
living in protected areas and assisted in conservation and protection of nature and 
was imperative to reduce the impact of conservation policies on the rural folks.  
 
Outcome & Result 

The study brought forward the following findings and the impacts caused by the 
activity in the region and on the local community: 
 
Socio-Economic Impact 

The holy river Ganges changes its colour with the exposure to sunlight and the 
phenomenon attracts crowds of tourists for its scenic magnificence. The region is 
also home to many exotic birds and wild animals such as leopard, wild fox, black 
monkey, languor, tiger and bear. Singtali and Shivpuri are the two major sites in the 
study area where almost 50-60 percent of rafting and camping activities are based 
and is the source of 85-90 percent of the local employment. But over the years, 
myriad visitors flocking to the region for river rafting activities have created 
environmental disturbances and threatened the local ecology. 

The increased interest of tourists will not only enhance river rafting and 
camping activities leading to demand for more camps and tents but it will also 
jeopardize the environmental and ecological balance in the region thus increasing 
the anthropogenic pressure due to such activities. The river rafting activity will also 
affect the aquatic habitat of the endemic flora and fauna. The statement from the 
local people revealed that the presence of the wild animals i.e. Leopard 
(Pantherapardus), Sambar (Cervus unicolor), Barking Deer (Muntiacusmuntjak) and 
more in the surrounding forests of Ganga Valley is decreasing every year due to the 
heavy vehicular sound caused by the vehicles plying in NH 58. The anthropogenic 
pressure during river rafting activities has affected their natural habitat and some 
species of wild animals are gradually migrating to other areas thereby affecting the 
animal food cycle as well as the ecosystem pyramid at certain places.  

In addition, the population of Langur (Presbytis entellus) and Monkey (Rhesus 
macaque) has increased in the area disturbing the traditional cultivation and 
subsistence agriculture, one of the prominent reason for the people to avoid this 
traditional pattern and shift or involve themselves in river-rafting activities. 
Farooquee et al (2008) stated that the traditional exchange of livestock and grains 
and maintenance of animal diversity by these villagers has also suffered drastically. 
On the other hand, increased tourists in the river rafting activities has enhanced the 
employment opportunities, infrastructure, economic transition and small 
enterprises at certain places which is gradually improving the lifestyle, employment 
opportunities and economic status of the local people. There are around 15-20 
villages between Kaudiyala-Tapovan Ecotourism Zone and amongst them the 
villages of Kaudiyala, Singtali, Atali, Byasi and Gular are home to about 50-60% 
people directly or indirectly engaged and benefiting from the camping and river 
rafting.  
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Table No. 1 :Villages and their participation in Rafting 

S.No. 
Name of 
Village 

Household 
Involvement in Rafting & 

Camping(family) 
Local owner of 

camping & 
Rafting Directly Indirectly 

1. Kaudiyala 25 10 10 03-04 Family 
2. Singtali 55 20 05 05-08 Family 
3. Atali (Byasi) 60 20 25 05-07 Family 
4. Manjali 40 15 10 02-03 Family 
5. Shivpuri 58 25 20 10-15 Family 
6. Malakhunti 35 15 05 03-05 Family 

 
Table No.2 :Involvement of villagers 

 
There is a lot of potential and opportunity for adventure and similar 

recreational activities in the study area. The Ganga valley is a dense and fully 
covered forest area and both the sides of the river have immense potential for the 
development of Eco-tourism and creation of sustainable livelihood option for the 
local communities. 85-90% of the people in the study area are involved in river 
rafting and beach camping along with rock climbing, trekking, village tour and more. 
As per the statistics, arrival of tourists for adventurous activities is increasing every 
year and tourists are participating in all forms of adventurous activities, the reason 
for the increased involvement and interest of local peoples in river rafting field as 
the activity ensures employment and income sources either directly or indirectly. 
The economic condition and living standard of the local people has immensely 
improved in just 4-5 years of involvement. As per the data of 2006-07, local people 
were employed part time as cooks, river guide, drivers and daily-wage labours and 
the average income of these people varied from Rs. 1500 to 2500 per month plus 
free boarding & lodging. But as per the ground observation and analysis in 2013-15, 
local people were mostly employed full time in different positions according to their 
skill and education and the average income of these people varied from Rs. 6000 to 
10,000 per month plus free boarding and lodging which is an increase of four-fold to 
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the old salary. On other hand, based on the ground observation and analysis, some 
measures and improvements are also recommended on how to protect the 
environment and increase community’s interest along with developing a strong 
policy and guideline for rafting and beach camping with the development of river 
rafting as an ecotourism activity.  

Table No.3 :Economic benefit through River Rafting 

S.No
. 

Designatio
n 

Category 
Salary (in %) 

Remark 
05k-08k 

08k-
10k 

10k-above 

1. Raft Guide 

Full  
salaried 

20-25% 25-30% 50-55% 

Minimum 5 years' 
experience Raft guide 
earn 10-15 thousand 
and above per month.  

Per Trip  
base 

25-30% 35-40% 40-45% 

Some companies hire 
raft guide for certain 
needs and guides earn 
about 1000-1500 per 
trip of rafting. 

2. 
Camp  
Manager 

Full  
Salaried 

20-25% 20-25% 50-55% 

Camp manager is the 
head of whole camp 
and they monitor all 
camp staff and 
facilitate the guests at 
camp site. 

3. Cook 
Full  
Salaried 

50-55% 30-35% 15-20% 

Mostly cook is the 
head of kitchen and he 
also monitors the 
helper & serviceman. 
Some owners give half 
salary during lean 
season.  

4. Helper 
Full  
Salaried 

75-80% 20-25% - 

Work of helper is to 
assist kitchen cook 
and clean utensils. 
Some owners give half 
salary during lean 
season.  

4. Serviceman 
Full 
Salaried 

60-65% 25-30% 10-15% 
Serviceman provides 
all kind of hospitality/ 
services to all tourists.  

5. Porter 
Full 
Salaried 

75-80% 20-25% - 

Work of porter is to 
carry luggage of 
tourists from camp to 
road and vice-versa 

6. 
Raft Guide  
Assistant 

Temporar
y  

80-85% 15-20% - 

Raft guide assistant 
help the raft guide in 
the raft. They are 
unskilled during that 
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time. 

Socio-Cultural Impact 
The socio-cultural impact has increased at the local level due to tourist activities 

as a consequence of river rafting & camping activities on river Ganges. The region is 
witnessing acculturation as the local community is gradually embracing the modern 
culture of the visiting tourists and seem to be somewhere lost between the two 
cultures i.e., traditional local culture and modern culture. With reference to the 
discussions held with the people of the villages Badal and Shivpuri, it was 
interesting to note that the local people responded that in the earlier time people 
were mostly engaged in agriculture land practices but as soon as river rafting and 
camping activities increased in certain areas, the interest of the people in this 
profession also increased and local people began to provide their some of the land 
for use in camping activities. As a result, agricultural land got abandoned affecting 
the agricultural practices in the area.Albeit the local people have enhanced their 
economic status through their involvement in river rafting and camping activities, 
agriculture practices in the region have fallen prey to this occupational change. 
People also admitted that as the agriculture practices declined with only a meager 
percentage of population engaging in agriculture, wild animals (Monkey, wild Pig, 
Langoor etc.) don’t have any other remaining sources for consumption and were 
destroying the crops, fruits, vegetables grown in the remaining land. 

Some people also responded that the month of March to June previously 
witnessed marriages in the region and a large number of people organized marriage 
ceremonies and other family functions. But since their involvement in rafting and 
camping activities and the period generating a good amount, the people now avoid 
this season for marriages and other family functions to the extent that they don’t 
even entertain their relatives and guests in their homes during the peak season. 
During the off-season, most of the trained raft guides move or shift to other places 
(like Ladakh, Kashmir, Goa and more) from where they make their earnings for the 
rest of the year. Similarly, most of the local people shift to being a porter in order to 
make a living along with getting time to spend with their family especially in 
Rishikesh and Dehradun.  

People also responded about the cultural impact caused as a result of camping 
activities. People come to the study area from different regions along with different 
life styles due to which sometimes it becomes difficult for the local people to cope 
with the visiting tourists. As per the local people of Badal village, all the owners have 
music and audio system and they operate it up to 10 pm every day as part of the 
tourist activities for the recreational and enjoyment purpose of the tourists. In 
addition, the tourists also demand to increase the volume of the sound systems 
which affects the surrounding environment and unknowingly affect the animal and 
local people residing in the area. People come as tourists from metropolitan cities in 
search of peace but somewhere they dissolve the tranquil environment into the 
unpleasant one by indulging in undesirable activities such as alcoholism, 
misbehaviour with other tourist groups, noise pollution etc.     

As per the data received from the Forestry Department, Muni kReti, Rishikesh, 
presently there are approximately 132 companies in the region involved in the river 
rafting and beach camping activities amongst whom 30-40% of the companies are 
providing both rafting and beach camping facility while 50-60% companies are 
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owned, operated and managed by the local people. From the period 1998-99 to 
present time, the companies operating in the region have increased every year and 
the number of tourists visiting the region has also increased at the same rate.  

Table- 4: Permit of License for Rafting and Camping 

S.No. Permit Issued Year 
Number of  
Companies 

No. of  
Rafts 

No. of Camping  
+ Rafts (Both) 

1 1998 16 38 11 
2 1999 17 40 12 
3 2000 22 53 18 
4 2001 24 62 16 
5 2002 26 66 22 
6 2003 29 74 22 
7 2004 36 96 22 
8 2005 42 126 24 
9 2006 53 145 24 

10 2007 74 162 20 
11 2008 105 272 24 
12 2009 102 257 24 
13 2010 123 309 24 
14 2011 134 326 24 
15 2012 126 322 30 
16 2013 102 324 34 
17 2014 (Till 6’Oct 14) 50 175 24 

Source: - Forestry Department, Muni Ki Reti, Rishikesh 
 

Table- 5 :Statistics data permit of License for Rafting and Camping 
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As per the statistical data pertaining to the arrival of tourists for rafting and 

camping, the graph of Indian tourists has decreased and they seemed to be less 
interested for the same after the impact of Kedar valley disaster while the graph of 
foreign tourists increased according as per the last year data. As per the data, we can 
conclude that the disaster has had less impact on Ganga Valley with respect to the 
tourist graph for their involvement in river rafting and other recreational activities. 

 
Table 6: Guidelines of Tourism and Forestry department for the companies 

operating in the region 

S.No. 
Institutional Norms 

or / Instruction 
Do Don’t Remark 

1. Vegetarian food    X 

Non-vegetarian food is 
strictly prohibited but some 
tourists bring packed non-
vegetarian food from market 
and eat at the beach camp. 

2. Alcohol X   Same as above 
3. Animal Hunting X   Strictly prohibited 

4. Campfire/ Bonfire   X 

Only one bonfire allowed by 
Forestry department each 
night for each company. 
From 15 Feb-June, bonfire is 
not allowed at night due to 
the risk of spreading fire.  

5. Dry Pit   X 

Most of the company’s 
latrine is in the form of dry 
pit and they don’t use water, 
only lime and sand is used. 
But some owners have 
permanent latrine and soak 
pit. 

6. Loud sound X   

Loud sound is fully 
prohibited and as per the 
observation and discussion 
with the forest staff no 
company uses loud sound at 
beach camp but instead they 
use only light sound like 
guitar, cell phone music etc. 

7. Light X   

Any camp owner cannot use 
permanent or temporary 
electric light at camp site but 
they can use only hanging 
(Kerosine) light outside of 
the tent with dim light. 
Hanging light is not allowed 
Inside the tent. 
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8. Fishing X   Strictly prohibited  
Socio-economic condition of Kaudiyala-Tapovan zone before and after 
disaster in 2013 
Impact of the Kedar Valley disaster on River Rafting 

The impact of Kedar valley disaster of 2013 mostly affected the Char DhamYatra 

in the form of affecting the inflow of tourists from India and around the world. 

According to the data related to the arrival of tourist before the disaster, 284.33 lakh 

tourists visited wherein 282.92 lakh were Indian and 1.41 lakh were foreign tourists 

respectively but after the disaster the inflow of the tourists decreased and the 

region hosted 201.15 lakh tourists wherein 225.47 lakh were Indian and 0.90 were 

foreign tourists. The tourist statistics indicate that the disaster caused the tourists to 

ignore the pilgrimage tourism sites in the state. Meanwhile, the trend shows that 

those tourists have shifted their preferences towards the river rafting activity 

instead of Char DhamYatra for satisfying their enjoyment/recreational needs. 

Kaudiyala-Rishikesh river rafting zone is one of the safest zones for indulging in 

adventurous and recreational activities in India and due to the nearness of the 

spiritual town of Rishikesh, the region has been witnessing large tourist traffic with 

increased tourist activities creating environmental and ecological threat in the 

region.  

During the Kedar Valley disaster, Kaudiyala-Tapovan rafting and camping zone 
was also affected especially the camps situated adjacent to the beach site where 
rafting companies provided beach camps. As per the discussion with the camp 
owners, they pointed that the majority of the rafting companies leave the camp site 
after mid-June and all the river based activities stop till mid-September but the 
tourist arrivals continues till end of the June for rafting and kayaking due to those 
months being the hottest time of the year. Local people engage themselves in 
different activities during that time of the year.  

The catastrophic disaster of Kedar Valley occurred during the third week of 
June’13. According to the guidelines of the Forestry and Tourism Department, river 
rafting companies cannot operate at camp site after mid-June. As a result of this 
guideline, most of the companies had left the beach site but some company’s tent 
and other materials were remaining at the site and got washed away in the flash 
though no human casualties were reported.  

 
Table 7: Statistics data of tourist arrival before and after disaster 

S.No. Operating Year Indian Tourists Foreign Tourists 
1. 2012-13 37,176 2,612 
2. 2013-14 34,881 3,067 

 Total 72,057 5,679 
Source: - Department of Forestry, Uttarakhand 
 
Guideline/policies of the Tourism and Forestry department regarding River 
Rafting & Camping in the study area 

Department of Forestry has designed the guideline/policies for River Rafting & 
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Camping activities on the river Ganges. The camping prices are fixed by the forest 
department according to the activity areas. Forest department has fixed rate of 
camping sites according to the area i.e., Rs 9/per sq. mtr up to 3,000 sq. mtr, Rs. 
12/per sq. mtr varied from 3,000 to 7,000, while Rs 15/per sq. mtr above to 7,000 
sq. mtr. 

 
Table 8: Some major issues and impacts caused by river rafting as an 

ecotourism activity and suggestions 
S. 

No. 
Issues Impacts Suggestion 

1. 
Cultural based 
Issues 

Shifting traditional values 
to modern & cultivated 
way 

Traditional culture of the region 
should be promoted so that the 
tourists can get introduced to 
them during their activities 

2. Infrastructure  
Create Ecological 
pressure and 
disturbances in wild life 

Introduce the concept of 
environment friendly eco-lodges 
for building camps and other 
infrastructure in the study area 

3. 
Traditional 
crop 

An increase in the 
numbers of monkey and 
Langur has damaged the 
agriculture field 

Camp owners and government 
should ensure that local dishes be 
included in the menu of breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Also, purchase 
from local villages will increase 
the productivity of traditional 
crops and maintain the demand & 
supply of the products.  

4. 
Area allocation 
for Camp 
activity  

Registration for Camps & 
Rafts are increasing every 
year leading to 
disturbances witnessed in 
animal habitat and  other 
daily activities on the 
banks of river Ganges. 

Camp should be in patches, so that 
some space may be left free for 
wild animals (Day & Night) 

5. Social Services 

There seems to be a lack 
of social contribution 
made by the camp owner 
towards nearby villages 

Camp owners should jointly work 
and contribute towards the social 
welfare and infrastructural 
development of the nearby 
villages 

6. 
Institutional 
Facilities 

There is no proper 
training and capacity 
building programs 
provides by concerned 
government department 
for the locals and staff to 
ensure safe rafting and 
better hospitality  

Provide technical and non-
technical training to the local 
people, camp staff, raft guides and 
to also create awareness amongst 
tourists. 
 Participation & involvement of 
women should be encouraged in 
this sector. 

7. Natural Natural resources are Development of an eco-friendly 
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S. 
No. 

Issues Impacts Suggestion 

Resources under threat and are over 
utilized by the 
stakeholders and tourists 
during river rafting and 
camping activities. 

strategy for consumption of 
natural resources. Limited license 
should be issued for such 
activities as well as there should 
be proper monitoring by 
government. 

8.  
Local 
Handloom/ 
Handicraft 

Lack of awareness about 
such small scale business 
& no enterprises have 
been setup at the study 
area 

Traditional Handloom & 
Handicraft as a small scale 
enterprise can be an option for 
improving socio-economic status 
of local people and can attract 
tourists to the study area 

9. Live stock 
Gradually decreasing at 
local level 

Livestock products should be used 
in the daily needs of camp sites 
and owners should prefer local 
products to encourage their 
production and to enhance the 
local economy. 

 
Conclusion 

Tourism is one of the major sources of livelihood in the Himalayan region as 30-
40% of the Himalayan population is below the poverty line with an average of 47% 
of underemployment. Around 90% of the population is living in rural areas (92% 
villages have population less than 1000) and are engaged in the farm sector (84.5% 
are small and marginal farmers; mainly rain-fed agriculture and horticulture). The 
state of Uttarakhand is idyllic for promoting pro poor Social /Eco enterprises due to 
the presence of essential elements of sustainable/responsible tourism and Agro 
Ecotourism in the form of rural hinterland, mountains, hills, forests, rivers etc. The 
research paper briefly illustrated the socio-economic impact of the river rafting and 
camping activities on the local inhabitants and the study area along with the impact 
of Kedar Valley’s flash flood disaster on the river rafting sites. The river rafting and 
camping activities have emerged as a boon for the local people of the region. The 
local people have found employment opportunities and have also been able to start 
their own camping and river rafting companies. This has helped to bring economic 
prosperity and has also helped to fight against the menaces of unemployment and 
outmigration ailing the region. The ill effects include that as per the ground 
observation and analysis, the study found that river rafting and beach camping 
activities in the Kaudiyala-Tapovan Ecotourism zone were growing rapidly resulting 
in an increase in the tourists arriving to the region due to the availability of variety 
of camping and rafting options catering to the diverse needs of the tourists. This is 
posing a serious threat to the ecology of the region as the policies and guidelines are 
flouted on a regular basis to please the tourists. Though Tourism department is 
directly responsible for the operation and management of the companies, the study 
found that the department was not stringent in ensuring their application in the 
region. The public facilities also displayed abysmal state of affairs as the region from 
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Shivpuri to Kaudiyala had only 02 public toilets on the road with non-availability of 
a changing room, disposable dustbin and garbage pit, thus raising serious questions 
about the mind-set of the department. Also, Tourism Department was unable to fix a 
standard price of rafting and beach camping to bring transparency in the pricing 
system with no check point between Kaudiyala-Tapovan zone to eliminate illegal 
companies operating in the region and which were not following the norms and 
procedures laid down by the regulating agency and posing a serious threat for the 
tourists and the local community. The Kedar valley disaster did not have much 
impact on the region as the river rafting sites were mostly closed as per the 
guidelines of the tourism and forest department.  

In order to improve the present state of affairs, awareness should be created 
among the local people and they should be taught about ecotourism as a sustainable 
form of tourism for the region. Government should organize a capacity building and 
awareness program for the local people on how they can reduce environmental 
impact along with increasing tourists visiting the river Ganges and its adjacent 
villages. In order to minimize the environmental impacts, the tourism and forest 
department should fully involve itself in the garbage management as the garbage 
created on a daily basis in the area was destroying the serenity of the region due to 
the absence of waste disposal system. The study area is a gold mine of natural and 
cultural resources and is idyllic for ecotourism activities. The tourism and forest 
department of the state should work in unison with the local people and work 
towards involving them in the planning and decision making process for the holistic 
development of the region. This will not only help in empowering the local 
community but will also promote the local culture of the region thus providing new 
avenues to promote the study area as an idyllic ecotourism destination.  
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